THB LAST KARGIL COOLIES DESERT   47
day alter their arrival, two Kargil coolids, who had been despatched by the Kargil mates to Apprise Savoye'a coolies of the defection of their companions, having swum the river at Gulmatunga, appeared at the camp* They could give no proper account of themselves, but said we had sent them* On being asked for the letter, which every coolie who acts as messenger is expected to have, they could produce none. That night all the Kargil coolies deserted without warning, carrying off with them the body of a sheep killed that day and buried in the snow for preservation- Two of the five Sum ooolieR remaining became ill, so that Savoye WUH unable to accomplish much of the reeonnaiHHunce-work that had been planned. The loss of the sheep deprived the party of the whole of their supply of f roah meat, and other stores as well as the coolie grain were exhausted when we reached Moraine Camp. From this point .we soon established communication with them and relieved their necessities*